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Data scientists use plots for both exploratory and 
explanatory purposes – they are useful for 
understanding data in preparation for further 
analysis and in presenting data to a general audience.



Visual appeal



Florence Nightingale created a visualization of 
mortality data from the Crimean War, which was 
published in Notes on Matters Affecting the Health 
Efficiency, and Hospital Administration of the British 
Army and was sent to Queen Victoria in 1858.





Digital visual explanations
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“Exaggerating China’s military spending, St. Louis 
Fed breaks all statistical rules with misleading graph”

https://geopoliticaleconomy.com/2023/01/23/china-military-spending-st-louis-fed-graph/

https://geopoliticaleconomy.com/2023/01/23/china-military-spending-st-louis-fed-graph/
https://geopoliticaleconomy.com/2023/01/23/china-military-spending-st-louis-fed-graph/


Visualization in Python



As we’ve seen, the datascience module provides 
several functions to generate different kinds of plots 
– like the ones we’ve talked about – from the data in 
tables. 

These functions are built on top of the popular 
matplotlib module.


